Guide to Sunday’s game: Everything 


SUPER BOWL LIV 49ers vs. Chiefs 


1946 to 1980s dominance to today. 


you need to know — matchups, 49ers tight 

previews, where to watch and more. end George 

49ers history: From humble start in Kittle AB 
wrestling 


fanatic who 


Visual essay: Relive the season game 
me by game with each week’s top photos. 


has his own 
fans in the 
ring. 
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By Peter Fimrite 


Blue marks remain on several trees 
sitting among a tangle of forest litter and 
towering redwoods in Cascade Creek 
canyon in the Santa Cruz Mountains — an 
indication that they were once the target 


of loggers. 


The paint, along with numerous, 
weathered springboard notches cut by 
lumberjacks into what are now stumps, 
are reminders of how vulnerable the red- 
wood forests in the Bay Area and Califor- 
nia have been over the past 150 years. But 
they are also symbols of how much things 


have changed. 


“We got here just in time,” said Sam 
Hodder, president and CEO of Save the 
Redwoods League, gesturing toward the 
paint marks — at least two decades old — 
as he stood in the middle of 564-acre Cas- 
cade Creek, nestled between Big Basin 
Redwoods and Año Nuevo state parks. 

The San Francisco conservation group 
reached an agreement Thursday to buy 
the picturesque canyon, a sprawling lush 

Cascade continues on A11 
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by Santiago Mejia / The Chronicle 2019 


Above: Sam Hodder, president and CEO of Save the Redwoods League, tours the 564-acre Cascade Creek 
property in the Santa Cruz Mountains. Below: The redwood trees at Cascade Ranch in Pescadero. 


Oasis of redwoods 
saved in Santa Cruz 


Cascade Creek deal 
protects forest from 
mountains to Pacific 


Housing 
crisis fix 


stalled as 
bill dies 


Backers of Wiener’s SB50 
seek to try again this year 


By Alexei Koseff 


SACRAMENTO — The demise of a San Fran- 
cisco state senator’s sweeping bill to allow dens- 
er residential construction around public transit 
and in wealthy suburbs thrusts the state’s efforts 
to fix its housing shortage into an uncertain 
future. 

Democratic Sen. Scott Wiener’s SB50 died 
Thursday when it fell three votes short of pas- 
sage in the Senate for the second day in a row. It’s 
the third time in as many years that Wiener’s 
main housing legislation has failed to advance to 
the Assembly, and although he said he would 
come back with a new measure later this year, 
the path to approval is anything but clear. 

SB50’s death was also a significant setback for 
Gov. Gavin Newsom, who campaigned on build- 
ing millions of new homes in California, and 
Senate President Pro Tem Toni Atkins, D-San 
Diego, who maneuvered the bill through leg- 
islative roadblocks to keep it alive. Both had 
expressed their desire to pass the bill in some 
form this year to address the housing crisis and 

Housing continues on A11 


Coronavirus fear 
cuts SFO flights, 
boosts mask use 


By Carolyn Said and Anna Bauman 


As the global health threat from the 
coronavirus continued to mount, the outbreak’s 
growing impact is evident at San Francisco In- 
ternational Airport, one of the U.S. hubs with 
direct flights to China. 

United Airlines, which 
already had canceled eight 
round-trip flights between 
SFO and Beijing, Hong Kong 
and Shanghai from Saturday 
to Feb. 8, said Thursday that 
the reductions would last until March 28. 

“United’s announcement is a big deal,” said 
Henry Harteveldt, a travel analyst with Atmo- 
sphere Research in San Francisco. “They clearly 
believe it will be six or more weeks until travel 
will start to return.” 

Other airlines have seen travel decline between 
SFO and China. American Airlines, which offers 

China continues on A9 


>> Crisis: U.N. 
declares global 
emergency as 
cases surge. A2 


Questions on Nurv’s tenure, 
pension in fallout over probe 


By Dominic Fracassa 


Calls for disgraced Public 
Works Director Mohammed 
Nuru’s ouster from city govern- 
ment are intensifying amid the 
widening fallout from the pub- 
lic corruption scandal he’s been 
accused of orchestrating. 

But despite the details the 
Justice Department laid out in 
its criminal complaint against 
Nuru this week, the expected 
end of his decades-long career 
as a public employee depends 
on the outcome of a meticulous 
personnel investigation now 
under way. 


» Developer named: Chinese 
firm allegedly wooed Moham- 
med Nuru with lavish gifts. A10 


That process will also pro- 
vide the answer to another 
central question: Will Nuru get 
to keep his city pension, despite 
accusations of corruption and 
fraud? 

San Francisco supervisors 
have expressed outrage over the 
Justice Department’s charges 
against Nuru and prominent 
restaurateur Nick Bovis. Sever- 
al supervisors have held up the 
scandal as evidence of the dire 


need for greater transparency 
and accountability from city 
government. 

But they’ve had to walk a fine 
line when it comes to voicing 
their opinions on Nuru’s future. 
Nuru declined to answer any 
questions froma reporter 
Thursday, including whether 
he plans to resign. 

Federal officials charged 
Nuru and Bovis with fraud on 
Tuesday, accusing the two men 
of concocting several schemes, 
including an attempt to bribe an 
airport commissioner, to give 
Bovis an edge in securing city 

Nuru continues on A10 


IMPEACHMENT TRIAL 


>» Wanting 
witnesses: 
Sen. Susan 
Collins, R- 
Maine (second 
from right), 
says she’d 
support seek- 
ing more wit- 
nesses in the 
president’s 
impeachment 
trial, but a key 
GOP senator’s 
opposition 
makes that 
unlikely. A8 
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